WASHINGTON COUNTY CIVIC LEAGUE


OFFICIAL LEAGUE RULES FOR 2026
All communication with the WCCL Board should be done through the feedback section of the wccl.org website. No officer or Board member should be contacted directly for questions, to resolve issues, or for any reason, except by the coaches, parents and players in their respective programs.

Coaches, parents, players, etc. should contact their respective Coordinator for all league matters, or any other reason, before contacting the WCCL Board.

1.  
A WCCL Coordinator or acting representative must be present at all home games for each participating city.
It is the responsibility of the host Coordinator\representative to check the fields when, due to weather conditions, there is a possibility that the field may not be playable.

a.
The host Coordinator is to notify the opposing team’s Coordinator if a field is not playable ASAP or shall post such on the www.wccl.org website.
b.
Please check the League website http://wccl.org for rainouts.  When possible, this notification should be made at least 2 hours prior to game time.  
c. In the event another location has an available field, the game may be moved to that field.

d.
The game should be made up at the earliest available opportunity. Any team refusing to play on the first available field and\or time slot has the possibility to have a forfeiture of that game.
e.   Lightning Policy: After the first observance of lightning within 10 miles by the umpires and/or coordinator’s judgment, all play will be suspended, and all participants will retreat to a safe location (Building or Auto). Play may only resume 15 minutes after the last observed lightning strike. The Umpire and/or the coordinator will make the determination whether the game will go on. 
2.  
The head coach, or in his/her absence the acting head coach, is the official team spokesperson and is the only person allowed on the playing field to question or enter a discussion with the umpire. The coach that attends the plate conference will be determined the head coach for that game. The head coach is responsible for keeping assistant coaches and fans under control.  If the assistant coaches or fans are disruptive to the game or rude to umpires the head coach will receive a warning.  If the behavior continues the head coach can or will be ejected as well as the disruptive persons. See ejection penalty rule 9.

A.
If the head coach believes a decision made by an umpire is in conflict with the rules, he may appeal that decision and ask that a correct ruling be made. Such an appeal is to be made only to the umpire that made the protested decision.

B.  Any decision made by the umpires which involves judgment, such as but not limited to whether a batted ball is fair or foul, a pitch is a strike or a ball or whether a runner is safe or out, is final. 

C.  If the Head Coach believes there has been a misapplication of the rules, he is to notify the umpire at the time the play under protest occurs. The protest must be made before the next pitch is made or a runner is retired. A coach is NOT allowed to hold up the game to look something up in the rule book. You can look the rule in question up once the game has ended. A protest will not be recognized if the procedures are not followed exactly. 

D.  After the appeal has been denied you can protest to the league.

E.  The league may not recognize a protest if you fail to follow the procedure exactly as stated: 


1. Notify the umpire of your plan to make a formal protest of the call.


2. Have the official scorekeeper place a note in the Game Changer app showing the point of the Incident. 

3. Immediately following the game, a written statement pertaining to the protested play should be given to the on-site coordinator or authorized representative.

4. Notify your coordinator or a League official by using the feedback section on the wccl.org website within 24 hours. 

F. Once a decision is made by the league, you will be notified in writing.

3.
The coach is always responsible for the team’s conduct, observation of the official rulings, and deference to the umpires.

A. Swearing on the field or in the dugout, by a player or coach, will not be tolerated. This action can and will result in an ejection. See ejection penalty rule 9.

B. The league strictly prohibits the use of alcohol before or during any practice game.  In the event a coach arrives at a practice or game intoxicated or with alcohol on their breath, they will be permanently ejected from any coaching position under the WCCL jurisdiction.

C. Tobacco: WCCL prohibits the use of all tobacco products, this includes smokeless tobacco, at both local league and tournament competitions.

4.
The umpire, a coordinator, or any acting representative has the authority to eject any fan, player or coach for objecting to decisions, for unsportsmanlike conduct, using foul language or any other behavior they deem detrimental to the game and\or players. A ZERO TOLERENCE POLICY IS IN EFFECT FOR THESE MATTERS. See ejection penalty rule 9 of these rules. 

5.  
Players are required to be on a WCCL roster on file on the WCCL Google Documents page. If a player is not on a roster, he/she will not be allowed to play ball. In order to field a team of up to 9 players, a team may add no more than 2 players to their lineup. Players added must be from the next lower age division, be on a WCCL beginning of season roster from the same town. The coordinator must be notified in a timely manner in order to verify player eligibility before the game starts. Players added must bat last and play outfield for the entire game.  Picking up illegal players, misrepresenting players or not following the above rules will result in a forfeit and/or possible coach suspension. Home team is the official scorekeeper. 8U – 14U must use the Game Changer app for all score keeping in each game. Home scorekeeping stats will be the official stats for the game. Refusal to use the Game Changer app for score keeping may result in a forfeit. Lineups must be submitted on the Game Changer app 10 mins prior to the scheduled game time.
6.
Age Requirements: 

Softball - A player’s age on January 1, of the current year determines the age classification in which the player is eligible to participate. Ex. If a player is 12 on January 1st, they would be eligible to play in the 12U division.

Baseball - A player’s age on May 1, of the current year determines the age classification in which the player is eligible to participate. Ex. If a player is 12 on May 1st, they would be eligible to play in the 12U division.

15-year-old participants that are still in the 8th grade can play in the 14U softball and baseball divisions with verification from the school.

Any player can play in a higher classification but cannot play in a lower classification.

7. 
Any umpire that calls a game in the WCCL will be under the direction of the League’s officials.

A.  Any person wishing to be an umpire within the WCCL jurisdiction is encouraged to attend a pre-season umpire clinic. 

B.  Any umpire who fails to attend the clinic may be paid a reduced fee for umpiring games. 


C. When only one umpire is calling a game, he\she will stand behind the catcher to call balls and strikes.

8.  
The Head Coach is responsible for notifying the city Coordinator of any injury of a player or coach in a timely manner. The city Coordinator will notify League officials.           
            League insurance is NOT provided. Check with your coordinator to see if insurance is provided

by your town\organization for your team.  

9.  
EJECTION PENALTIES:


A.  First offense - Player or coach that is ejected will sit out next regular scheduled game.         
Exceptions for a specific event can be made if agreed upon by both coordinators from the towns involved or by the WCCL Board.

B.  Second offense - Player or coach involved in a second ejection will meet with the WCCL Board.  At this meeting, it will be decided if the persons involved will be allowed to continue involvement in the WCCL Ball Program.

C.  Third offense - Player or coach is permanently suspended from involvement in the WCCL Ball Program.


D.  Severe violation could result in immediate permanent suspension.

10.  
CHAIN OF COMMAND: In the event a parent has a problem they should go to the coach, the coach should go to the city Coordinator and the city Coordinator to the league officials.  The league officials will not speak to a parent or coach unless they have spoken to their city Coordinator.  Failure to follow the chain of command will result in the person being told the league officials cannot answer any question until the league has spoken, in private, to the city Coordinator.
11.  
GAMES CALLED DUE TO THE WEATHER.  If a game which has already started is called due to weather, the game will be considered a suspended game, unless enough innings have been played to be regulation, which is three (3) innings or two and a half (2 1/2) innings if the home team has more runs than the visitors. 
SUSPENDED GAME:    A suspended game shall be resumed at the exact point of suspension of the original game.  The completion of a suspended game is a continuation of the original game.  The lineup and batting order of both teams shall be exactly the same as in the lineup and batting order at the time of the suspension, subject to rules governing substitution.

12.    Tied Games – Tie Breaker Rule: 

      If the game is tied after regulation time or regulation innings, we will play one (1) extra inning to try to resolve the tie. The visiting team will bat first, and the last completed batter of record will be placed on 2nd base with 0 outs. Home team will then bat in this order after the visiting team gets their three (3) outs or 6 runs. If the game is still tied after one (1) extra inning the game will be recorded as a tie. For tournaments only: the 2nd overtime will begin with the last completed batter of record will be placed on 2nd base with 2 outs. Game will continue in this format until we have a winner. 
13.  
ROSTER CHANGES: Rosters will not be changed once they have been submitted to the           WCCL unless they meet the following criteria.  Changes are only permitted after the original roster has been submitted, if there is an extenuating circumstance that warrants a change and must be approved by the league. Players cannot change teams without approval, but additions to teams can be made by individual coordinators without approval only to accommodate move-ins or teams that need players to make a sufficient roster. 
14. 
Recruiting of players is never allowed.  If you are found to have violated this rule you will be suspended from the W.C.C.L.

15.  
Boundaries for the 2026 ball season will be that anyone who goes to school, is a town resident or lives within the school district boundaries will be able to play for that town.

16.       Coaches are responsible for cleaning up the dugout after the game.  This is a must!
17. 
The coach, as well as the players, should arrive at the field at least 30 minutes prior to the game time. Five (5) minutes after the scheduled game time a no show will be a forfeit. During these 30 minutes, the head coach should turn in the line-up information and go over any special ground rules that may apply to that field.  Also, coaches are to trade scorebooks to check pitching eligibility of the opposing team for the game. The coach should instruct the players to hustle on and off the field. The 2nd game of the day should begin 15 minutes after the 1st game was completed.  

No pitching warmups on mound\rubber prior to the start of the game.


No warmups or practice on the infield prior to the start of the game.


These rules apply to any field that has been prepared for games for that day. 

18.       PLAYER PLAYING TIME: 

All players in all divisions must have one inning at bat and one inning in the field or they MUST start the next game. Oversight and discipline of this rule is by each town’s coordinator and not the WCCL Board. This rule does not apply to End of Tournaments for 12U and 14U age divisions. 
19.  
The WCCL strictly prohibits the use of alcohol before and during any practice or game.
Anyone found in violation will be removed from the ballpark and can or will be banned for the remainder of that year from attending a game at any other ballpark. 

20. 
League dues for each participating city are set at $50.00 per team, excluding T-Ball, for the 2026 season. Invoices will be sent out by April 1st and are to be paid in full no later than the beginning of the season, April 20th.  
21. 
All WCCL official and modified rules can be amended at any time as deemed necessary by the WCCL Board. 


MLB and USSSA rules are to serve as guidelines for covering rules and regulations that the WCCL official and modified rules do not cover and are not intended to serve as official rules for the league. ALL interpretations and modifications to these rules, whether written or not, are at the discretion of the WCCL Board and its members. 

***Failure to adhere to any and all rules\regulations outlined above, listed in the WCCL modified rules, or stated by the WCCL Board could result in forfeiture of games and\or coaching suspensions.**
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